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Raquel: OK…..wait a minute….where is this video going exactly? 

Mariana Corbo (voice): We have been participating in the third reunion of Young Latin Americans 

for Inclusive Development. The meeting was hosted by the Interamerican Institute on Disability and 

Inclusive Development, or iiDi, to make it shorter…. Here we have been able to live and work 

together, a massive exchange between young people from five Latin American countries. 

 Sergio (voice): This morning is constructed under the objective of looking for a shared language 

understood by all. 

Natalia Farías: We are all excited to be here, aren’t we?! For this long-anticipated meeting.  

Santiago: This meeting is more than a meeting. It is the inception of many new things. All of those 

things will depend on our destination and which path we choose to get there. 

Carolina: We are forming a network that will work for the inclusion of all collectives. 

Matías: This collective that we are all here to take part in is basically a collective of diversity- and 

that’s the beautiful part of it. There are people with different disabilities, people without disability, 

people who represent different gender themes, sexual identities, and different social statuses. What 

I mean to say is that diversity is a defining characteristic and within that diversity the fundamental 

trait is that we are all young people. 

Brígida: CILSA is an NGO that works with person with disabilities and young women from high-risk 

areas.  

Mauro: I am a regional representative of a youth volunteer organization. I work as group 

coordinator and evaluate which initiatives are most important and relative to the group. I also 

participate in a collective called Hope and Life which works for the initiative of protecting the rights 

of persons with HIV. 

Matías: In my youth group for example, we are now organizing and fundraising to form a team of 

toggle, which is a sport designed specifically for persons with visual disability.  

Raquel: I am passionately focused on labor inclusion because in my country it is vital that one learns 

to independently achieve their goals. 

Valmita: We work in a civil society organization called Canales, which focuses on the education Deaf 

young people. 

 Natalia Guala: My main reason for being here has to do with the movement of Young leaders, 

which expands beyond visual disability to look at a broader perspective of development and 

inclusion.  

Tamara: We began by identifying as a group the things that we have in common. As we 

brainstormed, terms were suggested such as accessibility, inclusive education, diffusion, skill-

building. 

Eileen: The convention and its concepts, which we want to replicate in our work, must first be 

understood by each one of us. 

 Gisella: We must strive not to focus solely on the convention, because the convention is a fragment 

of a larger body which can also applied to other social issues.  
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Matías: I believe that the convention for the rights of persons with disabilities is something which 

could be useful to us as a base for our work in the areas of disability and inclusion but we must also 

think of the concept of inclusion from the more general perspective of human rights.  

Mariana Corbo: It’s not about creating federations focused on persons with disability, it that a 

person with a disability is able to integrate and be included in any type of federation 

Raquel: In the Dominican Republic there is inclusion, yes, but it is isolated by sector. The difference 

is that here, in Uruguay, we are talking about inclusion from a global perspective and there is more 

diversity present. This has really impressed me because although I have worked extensively with 

disability, I have never been able to see it from a perspective so beautiful and expansive. 

Music plays while the young people dance.  

Carolina: We need to think about the best way to combine these two elements we represent- 

inclusive design and youth.  

Judith: A more creative approach to situations of inaccessibility (such as young people who might try 

to attend an institution and are not able because the right supports are not in place), is through 

public interventions.  

Carolina: And that would be a trigger for systematic action in the form of trainings, workshops, 

activities, etc. 

Santiago: We therefore took on the project and began with a map that helped us to identify and 

locate the key persons interested in taking part in such spaces of socialization.  

Gisella: When one examines the words “Latin America”, what a concept! Huge, immense, extensive, 

diversity. One speaks of creating a change at the regional level, right? It sounds so overwhelming 

and one may see oneself as comparatively small and say, “Me, a change, at the regional level???” 

And I believe that each one of us are that change.  

Raquel: When I told my coworkers that I was coming to Uruguay to a meeting of young Latin 

Americans and I described what it was all about, my supervisor told me “Learn a lot, so that you 

come back and bring me information to be applied here.”  

Gisella: We will go back to our respective countries and disseminate this…..what is this? Hope! 

Ángel: This is the work that we have already been advancing, to try to establish this network in a 

way that we are able to connect all of these individual projects- which appear to be isolated in 

certain contexts and that may be limited in their reach- but when they join together, they form our 

network. Most importantly, we are creating complex processes which generate inclusive 

development.  

Applause heard, people cheering 

Luis Fernando: We try to concentrate on the rights of the citizen, so that disability is seen as one 

fundamental part of human diversity. 

Mariana Corbo: And why are we constructing such an identity? Because soon we will all return to 

our countries, return to “reality”, but now we must begin to position this network at the national 

level.  
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Luis Hernan: We must begin to knock on doors in our communities, in our countries! But we must 

recognize the fact, as was discussed with Ángel, that it is very different for Ángel to knock on the 

doors of the Mexican authorities than it is for me in Costa Rica. It helps that we will be able to take 

advantage of the associated organizations which we already know in our communities, but each 

interaction will be very different, depending on the conditions of each country.   

Mauricio: And the word “movement” as part of our network’s name helps to portray us as a group 

of young people.   

Hailey: We have come up with the name Movimiento Estamos Tod@s. 

Luis Fernando (voice reading the foundational chart): Foundational chart of the Latin American 

network of youth dedicated to work and collaborate to contribute to the development of the region 

more inclusive and equal. We are young people of creative thought and action that are committed 

to every possibility of social advancement.  

Applause 

Luis Hernán: The word which grabs me is commitment. But I believe that it is a word that applies not 

only to me, it applies to all of us here. In order to achieve everything that we have planned and 

discussed here in these three days, commitment was necessary. 

People applauding and dancing 

Ángel: I can summarize the gratitude that I have for all of you with a brief introduction to a poem by 

Benedetti that is called, “All of You and Us.”  

“Diversity, diversity, always more inclusion and, even more than inclusion, diversity.”  

Natalia Farías: Thank you all so much! The word that I have chosen: continue.  

Pamela from Peru dances tango.  

Pamela: What I liked best was sharing these experiences with everyone. I learned many things, 

games! I liked it a lot.  

Raquel: I believe that this is going to grow into something much bigger. We are going to become a 

huge “pffff” mass. For the governments, for those in society who don’t want to be inclusive, we are 

going to be potent! They will NOT be able to survive without us! 

Credits to the various institutions who supported the event. 
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